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LETTERS
David Murphy C a r t e r v i l l e , I l l i n o i s
The appearance a t  lo n g  l a s t  o f  The S i l m a r i l t i o n  
has re v iv e d  o c c a s io n a l s p e c u la t io n  a s to  why T o lk ie n  
c r e a te d  h is  w orld  in  th e  f i r s t  p la c e .  Some tr y  to  
f in d  in  i t  some g r e a t  a l le g o r y  o f  our t im e , o f te n  
WWII. T o lk ie n  a lw ays c la im ed  i t  was j u s t  an e f f o r t  
to  se e  i f  he co u ld  w r ite  a gran d ly  s c a le d  s to r y  
and h o ld  th e  r e a d e r 's  i n t e r e s t .
Most re a d e rs  n o t ic e  th a t  th e  map o f  M iddle E arth  
can be la id  over th e  map o f  Europe, w ith  th e  S h ire  
th e  B r it is h  I s l e s .  T h is makes th e  Journey o f  th e  
F e llo w sh ip , a t r ip  down th e  R hineland , a c r o s s  the  
V osges M ountains and the Rhine to  th e Danube, and 
down to  A u s tr ia . T h is in  tu rn  would p u t Minas 
T ir it h  about on th e  s i t e  o f  a sm a ll A u str ia n  town 
named H a ls ta t t ,  near an oth er A u str ia n  p la c e i  Brunn. 
H a ls ta t t  i s  th e  most im portan t a r c h a e o lo g ic a l  s i t e  
in  European p r e h is to r y , th e namesake o f  E u rop e's  
H a ls ta t t  Bronze S ta g e , H a ls ta t t  Ir o n  S ta g e , and 
H a ls ta t t  p h y s ic a l  type or e th n ic  s t r a in ,  a group  
now lo n g  submerged in  th e  g e n e r a l European popu- 
la t io n .  Brunn i s  th e  t y p e - s i t e  o f  an oth er e a r ly  
European s t r a in ,  th e  Brunn ty p e i a r a th e r  bony, 
rob u st s t r a in .  Near Minas T ir i t h ,  as Brunn i s  
n ear H a ls ta t t ,  T o lk ien  s e t  h is  Wild Men and t h e ir  
Pukel Men s ta tu e  l ik e n e s s e s  — a heavy boned, rob u st  
b reed . N orthw est o f  H a ls ta t t  l i e s  th e  wooded upper 
Danube, a t  th e  c e n te r  o f  H a ls ta t t  and C e lt ic  
t e r r i t o r y  in  t h e ir  heyday in  Europe. And n orth w est  
o f  Minas T ir i t h  l i e s  L o th lo r ie n  w ith  i t s  go ld en  
la c y  t r e e s .
T o lk ien  was b om  in  th e Orange Free S ta te  [ o f  
South A fr ic a ]  and sp en t a happy ch ild h o o d  th e r e .
He was soon a f t e r  s e n t  back to  England by h is  
fa m ily . The T o lk ien s were o f  r e c e n t  German 
a n c e s tr y , but were B r it is h  by th e tim e o f  th e  Boer 
War. T o lk ien  was a B r it is h  in fantrym an in  some o f
th e  w orst b lo o d le t t in g  o f  WWI: o n ly  he and one 
f r ie n d  su rv iv e d  out o f  h i s  company. F in a l ly ,  th e  
T o lk ie n s  were C a th o lic ,  a m ild ly  a l ie n a t e d  s o c i a l  
group i n  B r it a in  o f  th a t  day. F o llo w in g  th e  war 
he took  h is  tu r m o il o f  co n ten d in g  backgrounds and 
d iv id e d  se n t im e n ts , and r e tr e a te d  to  tr a n q u il  
O xford, where he made a l i f e t im e  o f  Germanic and 
C e l t ic  lo r e .
He th u s became p r o f e s s io n a l ly  v er se d  i n  European  
a n t iq u i ty .  H a ls t a t t ,  b ecau se o f  p r e s e r v a t iv e  
q u a l i t i e s  in  th e  l o c a l  s o i l ,  i s  th e  r e p o s ito r y  o f  
th e  rem ains and a r t i f a c t s  o f  e a r ly  w estern  In d o-  
E uropeans, e s p e c ia l ly  from th e  p er io d  o f  C e l t i c  
predom inance. The H a ls t a t t  s t r a in  i s  t a l l ,  s le n d e r  
and f a i r ,  w ith  a European extrem e f o r  what an th ro­
p o lo g i s t s  c a l l  se x u a l dim orphism , or d i f f e r e n c e s  in  
bone and t i s s u e  s tr u c tu r e  betw een th e s e x e s .
H a ls t a t t  fem a les  are sm a ll framed and s le n d e r ,  but 
s t i l l  r e t a in  r e l a t i v e l y  normal amounts o f  t i s s u e  
and s o f t  m u sc le . They th u s show a more c l e a r ly  
d e lin e a te d  and more r e g u la r  fa c e  and f ig u r e  than  
i s  found i n  p o p u la tio n s  w ith o u t much H a ls ta t t  
a n c e s tr y . Though now g e n e r a lly  submerged throughout  
Europe a s  a se p a r a te  p o p u la tio n , th e  H a ls t a t t  type  
became known as t h e  "a r i s t o c r a t i c  t y p e "in European  
p op u lar p a r la n c e .
About 2000 BC, H a ls t a t t s  expanded throughout 
Europe. Those who moved sou th  from t h e ir  Danube 
and Don homes moved in t o  sou th ern  and e a s te r n  
E u ra sia  from I t a l y  to  In d ia . They e s ta b lis h e d  
em p ires, in te r m in g le d  w ith  th e p rev io u s  p o p u la t io n s ,  
and were g r a d u a lly  submerged.
Those who m igrated  n orth  en cou n tered  th e  o th e r  
e a r ly  European s t r a in s ,  Tronder, Borreby and Brunn. 
And th ey  met th e N o r th e a s t  European  s t r a in  in  th e  
F in n ish  and Lappish p e o p le s .  These N o rth e a ster n e rs
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were s h o r t ,  w ith  c o lo r a t io n  ra n g in g  from medium to  
dark, w ith  b r o a d -se t  p ix i e  e y e s .  The F in no-L ap pic  
la n g u a g es are  spoken i n  a s in g so n g , w ith  many 
p ro lon ged  d oub le v o w e ls . T o lk ie n  p a tte r n e d  E lv is h  
a f t e r  th e s e  N o rth e a ster n  la n g u a g e s .
The S can d in av ian  Sagas m en tion  th e s e  th r ee  
d i f f e r e n t  grou p s, m i l le n ia  a f t e r  th e  northward  
movement o f  th e  H a ls t a t t s .  There are th e  J a r l s ,  
or upper c l a s s : t a l l ,  s le n d e r ,  f a i r  and p la y  lo v in g i  
th e  C a r ls  or a r t i s a n s ,  s tu r d y  and b road ; and th e  
dark, p ix ie - e y e d  F in n s and Lapps, a r a th e r  sh y , 
r u s t ic  p e o p le . R e c a ll  T o lk ie n 's  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  
s o n g - lo v in g , t a l l ,  f a i r  E lv e s  and D unedain; th e  
s tu r d y , broad townsmen o f  Bree and B e l f a la s ; and 
th e  sm a ll,  sh y , and r u s t i c  H o b b its .
T o lk ie n 's  s t u d ie s  o f  European a n t iq u i ty  began  
d u rin g  th e  p r e v a le n c e  o f  a N orth European w orld  
v iew  w hich h e ld  t h a t  th e  European was a b reed  born  
to  r u le  o th e r  men. H is to r y  was th u s  e x p la in e d  by 
th e  southward m ig r a tio n  o f  Europeans who found  
em pires w hich d e t e r io r a t e  a s  th e  m igran ts mix 
w ith  th e  e a r l i e r  s u b je c t  p e o p le s .  The European  
g e n t i l i t y  whose w orld  p o s i t i o n  t h i s  v iew  b u t tr e s s e d  
were descen ded  from v a r io u s  n o rth ern  m ig r a tio n s  
d a tin g  back to  l a t e  Rome. Now c o n s id e r  T o lk ie n 's  
p e o p lin g  o f  M iddle E arth .
The High E lv e s ,  w ith  L u th ie n 's  s t r ik in g  C e l t i c  
c o lo r a t io n  o f  dark h a ir  and grey  e y e s )  or G a la d r ie l ' s  
b lo n d e [h a ir .]
The wood e l v e s i  t a l l  dark and te n d in g  to  grey  
e y e s .
The t a l l  Elf  F r i e n d  Dunedainj t h e i r  em pires  
subm erging a s  th e y  mix w ith  what T o lk ie n  c a l l s
" l e s s e r  b r e e d s " .
The R ohirrim , t a l l  and f a i r .  T o lk ie n  l i f t e d  
t h e i r  names and sp eech  from A nglo-S axon.
Commoners o f  B e l f a la s ,  Bree and o th e r  to w n s: 
s h o r t ,  dark and broad. The men o f  B e l f a l a s , " d a r k  
a n d  g r i m "  were s a id  by T o lk ie n  to  have m ixed h e a v ily  
w ith  n on-E d ain .
D u n len d in gs, dark , s h o r t ,  and r a th e r  u n p lea sa n t  
lo o k in g . These had m ixed w ith  a v a g u e ly -h in te d  
u n d e s ir a b le  b reed . Equated w ith  th e  D un lend ings  
are Haradrim o f  th e  so u th  and E a s te r l in g  
C en tr a l A sian  nomads t r a v e l l in g  w est in  wagons 
h a r r ie d  e a s te r n  Europe a f t e r  th e  f a l l  o f  Rome, 
le a v in g  a l o n g - l a s t i n g  backw ardness where th ey  
ran sacked  th e  m ost.
F in a l ly ,  th e  W ild Men o f  th e  b ord erlan d s o f  
Gondor: s h o r t ,  sq u a t, g n a r led  and sc r a g g ly  h a ir e d .
The W ild Men seem to  have been  m odels fo r  th e  o ld  
P uk el s t a t u e s  n earb y . A cross th e  P la in  o f  Rohan 
from them are  th e  D u n len d in g s; n o r th , th e  men o f  
B r ee ; to  th e  so u th w est, th e  men o f  B e l f a la s .  So 
th e men o f  m ixed breed  r a d ia te  ou t from th e  a re a  o f  
th e  W ild Men and th e  s t a t u e s ,  who presum ably  
r e p r e s e n t  e a r ly  Man b e fo r e  th e  advancem ent o f  an  
e l i t e  few Men to  th e  l e v e l  o f  E lf - F r ie n d s .
When th e s e  few  Men are in s t r u c t e d  by th e  E lv e s ,  
th e y  le a r n  th a t  t h e i r  w orld  i s  c a l l e d  E a ,  and A r d a ,  
w hich are s im p ly  Indo-European r o o t  words f o r  
E a r th . In  H e l le n ic ,  G ea  ; in  G erm anic. E r d e ,  E a r t h ,  
and M i d g a a r d  (M iddle E a r th ) . " O f  t h e  E a r t h "  i s  a 
t r a n s la t io n  o f  l a t e r  Indo-E uropean a r is to c r a c y  
term s and when th e  e l i t e  Numenorean r e fu g e e s  f l e e  
t h e i r  home is la n d  in  th e  w e s t , th e y  make a new home 
in  E r i a d o r  —  l o o s e l y , " L a n d  o f  t h e  Men o f  t h e  E a r t h , "  
The w ester n  i s la n d  in  th e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s  i s  c a l l e d  
in  i t s  a n c ie n t  I r i s h  la n g u a g e , "E riu ,"  
th e  term b e in g  a s  much Indo-E uropean a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
I r i s h .
So th e  w orld  T o lk ie n  b u ild s  i s  a European  
c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  h ie r a r c h ic a l ,  and h ig h ly  a r i s t o p h i l i a n  
o n e .
Such a background and su ch  r e c u r r in g  i r o n ie s  
burdened him w ith  a s tr o n g  s e t  o f  p o t e n t ia l ly  
c o n f l i c t i n g  l o y a l t i e s ,  c o n t in u a l ly  tu g g in g  him 
betw een  w arr in g  s id e s .  So we se e  E lv e s  who were 
sedu ced  by Sauron, and th e  men o f  Rohan n e a r ly  
m is le d  by th e  t r a i t o r  Grima. T h e  S i l m a r i l l i o n  i s  
f i l l e d  w ith  gruesome o c c u p a tio n s  and th e  d iv i s io n  
o f  d is t in g u is h e d  f a m i l i e s  o f  E lv e s  and Men a g a in s t  
t h e i r  own k in . The o f f s p r in g  o f  e l i t e - b r e d  M elia n , 
T h in g o l, L u th ie n , and Beren are a lm o st a l l  
s la u g h te r e d — n o t by Ore en em ies, b u t by E lv e s ,
b lo o d -k in  cr a ze d  w ith  dogma or p r id e .
I f  th e  War o f  th e  R ing were an a l le g o r y ,  T o lk ie n  
sa y s  in  th e  p r e fa c e  to  th e  T r ilo g y ,
" . . . t h e n  t h e  R i n g  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  s e i z e d  
a n d  u s e d . . . B a r a d - d u r  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  
d e s t r o y e d  b u t  o c c u p i e d .  S a r u m a n . . . w o u l d  
i n  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  t r e a c h e r i e s  o f  t h e  
t i m e  h a v e  f o u n d  i n  M o r d o r  t h e  m i s s i n g  l i n k s  
i n  h i s  ow n  r e s e a r c h e s  i n t o  R i n g - l o r e ,  a n d  
b e f o r e  l o n g  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  a  G r e a t  R i n g  
o f  h i s  ow n  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  s e l f -  
s t y l e d  R u l e r  o f  M i d d l e - E a r t h .  I n  t h a t  
c o n f l i c t  b o t h  s i d e s  w o u l d  h a v e  h e l d  
H o b b i t s  i n  h a t r e d  a n d  c o n t e m p t ; t h e y  
w o u l d  n o t  l o n g  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  e v e n  a s  
s l a v e s . "
I t  was from th e  H ob bitesqu e p e o p le s  o f  N o rth ea st  
Europe th a t  T o lk ie n  took  h i s  E lv is h  lan gu age! and 
w henever some fr ie n d  ven tu red  c r i t i c i s m ,  T o lk ie n  
would r e p ly  th a t  he sh ou ld  have w r it t e n  th e  e n t ir e  
th in g  in  E lv is h .  Under h i s  p en , th e  H ob b its are a 
sh y , r u s t i c  g e n t i l i t y ,  d r iv e n  from t h e ir  ch ild h o o d  
g ro v e s  by w ar. Borne a c r o s s  th e  savannah under 
loom in g war c lo u d s ,  th e s e  are th e ones th e  n a r r a t iv e  
f o l lo w s  a f t e r  th e  breakup o f  th e F e llo w sh ip , j u s t  
a s  T o lk ie n  and one o th e r  su rv iv e d  h is  o r ig in a l  
company. Only G an d alf, l i k e  T o lk ie n  a le a n  grey  
o ld  man, knows o f  th e  H ob b its and t h e ir  w orth , 
when a l l  th e  w orld  i s  ig n o r a n t  o f  them or even  
p o t e n t i a l l y  d e s t r u c t iv e  to  them, a s he e x p l i c i t l y  
sa y s  in  h i s  o th e rw ise  u n ex p la in ed  p r e fa c e  comment.
T o lk ie n 's  w orld  i s  n o t a l le g o r y .  I t  i s  
c e r t a in ly  n o t ,  a s some have ven tu red  to  s u g g e s t ,
WWII propaganda. I t  was p rob ab ly  j u s t  a w is t f u l  
d iv e r s io n  in  th e  m id st o f  a n o th er  European ca rn a g e— 
th e  k in d  o f  n o n -g o a l o r ie n te d  w r it in g  th a t  a llo w s  
th e  u n c o n sc io u s  to  su r fa c e  m ost e a s i l y .  T o lk ie n  
was w r it in g  o f  a w orld  he w ished  was t h e r e  ; th a t  
he f e l t  he l o s t  i n  h i s  y o u th , and th a t  he p rob ably  
f e l t  was b e in g  sh o t  and bombed away from th e  grasp  
o f  us a l l .
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Grace H a rr is  F ou n ta in  V a lle y ,  C a l i f o r n ia
About T h e  H o b b i t  on  T .V:
B ilb o  was e x c e l l e n t ,  and G andalf was a ls o  a c c e p t a b le .  
The men, I  am su re  a l l  a g r e e , w ere w e l l  d on e . The 
o th e r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  how ever, le a v e  much to  be d e s ir e d .  
The T r o l l s  and G ob lin s lo o k ed  more l i k e  p ig s  and 
oxen . R ather com ic , and n o t a t  a l l  th e  grim y, 
f i l t h y ,  h id e o u s  c r e a tu r e s  T o lk ie n  d e s c r ib e s .  The 
dwarves lo o k ed  to o  much l i k e  S n eezy , S le e p y , and 
Dopey. I co u ld  have p u t up w ith  th e s e  two e r r o r s ,  
i f  i t  were n o t f o r  th e  one d r e a d fu l m is ta k e . I w i l l  
n ev er  f o r g iv e  what was done to  th e  E lv e s .  The t a l l ,  
b e a u t i f u l ,  h o ly  k ind red  o f  th e  s t a r s  w hich T o lk ie n  
c r e a te d  were changed in t o  s p in d ly ,  s t r in g y ,  b lu e  
N a zis ! Of a l l  th e  k in d red s o f  M iddle E a r th , E lv e s  
were th e  m ost h ea v en ly  and a d m ira b le . The T.V.
E lv e s ,  on th e  o th e r  hand, bore much more resem b lan ce  
to  Gollum ..................
L et me say  f i n a l l y  th a t  I much a p p r e c ia te d  s e e in g  
T h e  H o b b i t  on t e l e v i s i o n ,  d e s p it e  i t s  many d is a p ­
p o in tm en ts .
Anthony Moses K n o x v il le ,  T en n essee
Many r e a d e r s  o f  M y t h l o r e  and M y t h p r i n t  would  
v er y  l i k e l y  be in t e r e s t e d  to  le a r n  th a t  th e r e  e x i s t s  
an op era , P e r e l a n d r a  b ased  on th e  n o v e l by C .S .
L ew is, and w r it t e n  by D onald Swan, com poser o f  The  
R o a d  G o e s  E v e r  O n t th e  w e l l  known son g  c y c le  based  
on poems and son gs in  T h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  R i n g s  and Tom 
B o m b a d i l -  The opera a t  p r e s e n t  e x i s t s  o n ly  i n  th e  
form o f  s c o r e s  and ta p e s  h e ld  by th e  G alaxy M usic 
C o rp o ra tio n . There are no com m ercia lly  a v a i la b le  
s c o r e s  or r e c o r d in g s , and th o se  t h a t  G alaxy owns 
a re  presum ably v er y  few . C o n seq u en tly , I would warn 
th e  m erely  c u r io u s  n o t  to  w r ite  th e  company a sk in g  
to  borrow th e  ta p e s  or s c o r e s ,  ( th e r e  i s  a $ 1 0 .0 0  
borrow ing f e e  to  d isc o u r a g e  th e  i d l e  b o rro w er).
The problem  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e , how do we who lo v e  
L ew is' n o v e l ,  and are  in t e r e s t e d  in  h e a r in g  the  
op era , e v e r  be a b le  to  do so? S u r e ly  someone in  
th e  M ythopoeic S o c ie t y  i s  in  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s o r t s  
to  produce th e  op era—  perh ap s f o r  a sm a ll 
o p e r a t ic  company a t  a u n iv e r s i ty ?  I f  n o t  a f u l l  
o p e r a t ic  p ro d u c tio n  com p lete  w ith  co stu m es, s e t s ,  
and green  s k in ,  a t  l e a s t  in  a c o n c e r t  o r  o r a to r io  
form? At any r a t e ,  o n ly  i f  th e r e  i s  a demand fo r  
p erform ances o f  th e  o p era , w i l l  th e r e  e v e r  be 
s e r io u s  c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  i t s  b e in g  p u b lish e d  or  
record ed  f o r  s a le  to  th e  g e n e r a l p u b l ic .
P r o sp e c t iv e  p rod u cers o f  th e  opera may borrow c o p ie s
by w r i t in g : T h e G alaxy M usic C orp ora tion  
2121 Broadway 
New York, N.Y. 10023
I have been  a b le  to  borrow a copy o f  th e  s c o r e s  
f o r  a le n g th y  p e r u s a l .  Of th e  m usic I can say  
l i t t l e ,  s in c e  my m u sica l a b i l i t y  i s  l im it e d  to  
f a i r l y  s im p le  r e c o r d e r  m e lo d ie s , and about th r e e  
ch ord s on th e  g u it a r .  The l i b r e t t o  o f  th e  opera  
i s  p a r t ic u la r ly  in t e r e s t i n g .  For th e  sake o f  
s t a g in g ,  such  e lem en ts  a s  th e  f l o a t i n g  i s la n d s  
and th e  d o lp h in - l ik e  f i s h  have b een  o m itte d . But 
th e  c e n t r a l  s to r y  o f  th e  n o v e l— Ransom's appearance  
on th e  p la n e t ,  th e  la d y ' s  in n o c e n c e , W eston 's rounds 
o f  te m p ta tio n , and th e  f i n a l  b a t t l e  and trium ph rem ain
i n t a c t ,  though n a tu r a l ly  co n d en sed . One change  
made t h a t  m igh t n o t  p le a s e  r e a d e r s  o f  th e n o v e l ,  
i s  o f  Ransom and W eston from dons to  
a s t r o n a u t s ,  so  th a t  th e  op era  may b e g in , u n lik e  th e  
n o v e l ,  on P e r e la n d r a . Those who o b je c t  sh o u ld  keep  
in  mind t h a t  th e  tr a n s fo r m a tio n  o f  any a r t  form  
in t o  a n o th er  — p a r t ic u la r ly  from th e  p r a c t i c a l l y  
l i m i t l e s s  form o f  n a r r a t iv e  in t o  th e  e x c e e d in g ly  
l im i t e d  medium o f  th e  s ta g e  o r  f i lm  — w i l l  make 
some ch an ges u n a v o id a b le . S om eth ing p erh ap s to  
keep  c h a r ita b ly  i n  mind when B a k s h i's  p r o d u c tio n  o f  
T h e  L o r d  o f  t h e  R i n g s  opens t h i s  f a l l .
Perhaps th e  r e sp o n se  o f  th e  members o f  th e  
M ythopoeic S o c ie t y  w i l l  h e lp  i n  someday m aking i t  
p o s s ib le  to  p u t our own d i s c s  o f  th e op era  on to  
th e  tu r n ta b le  and s i t  back and l i s t e n  to  t h i s  
t w e n t ie th -c e n tu r y  P a r a d i s e  L o s t .
Numenor R egent C u lv er , In d ia n a
Has i t  b een  su g g e s te d  t h a t ,  g iv e n  th e  e s t a b l i s h ­
ed c o n t in u i t y  o f  f l o r a  and faun a from th e  Third  Age 
to  to d a y ,a s e a  a r a n i o n  m a y  be found in  m ost k itc h e n s  
under i t s  Greek name, B a s i l  ( f r .  b a s i l i k o s ,  r o y a l ,  
k in g ly )?  And sp ea k in g  o f  c o n t in u i t y ,  i n  answ er to  
Nancy D a ly , m ost R en a issa n ce  c h r o n ic le r s  o f  England  
s p e c u la t e  on p a s t  P en dragons, i n  th e  s e n se  t h a t  th ey  
g iv e  A r th u r 's  a n c e s to r s  and some o f  h i s  d e sc e n d a n ts .  
C u r io u s ly  enough, th e s e  d esc en d a n ts  o f t e n  seem to  
le a d  to  th e  Tudors -  p a r t ic u la r ly  to  G lor ian a  
h e r s e l f ,  E l iz a b e th  I (who was a t  l e a s t  n o t a S a x o n ). 
P resum ably, th e  Pendragonhood g o t  se p a r a te d  from  
th e  r o y a l l i n e  a t  some p o in t .  I d o n 't  remember 
Lew is m aking i t  c l e a r  w here, but one m ight in f e r  
from W illiam s th a t  th e  s e p a r a t io n  came when A rthur  
ch o se  n o t to  s e r v e  th e  Kingdom, b u t to  have i t  se rv e  
him . In  w hich c a s e  th e  secon d  Pendragon was Galahad, 
th e  Haut P r in c e , and Bors perh ap s th e  t h ir d ,  s in c e  
o n ly  he re tu rn ed  from S a r r a s . But I hope I am n o t  
th e  f i r s t  to  p o in t  ou t t h a t  th e  so u rce  o f  th e  
d iv in e ly  ap p o in ted  k in g sh ip  o f  A rthur i s  made c l e a r  
by th e  name i t s e l f .  T ru ly , th e  l i n e  o f  L u th ien  
T in u v ie l  has n o t f a i l e d .  MAY THE KING SOON RETURN!
Jeanne W ardwell F a i r f i e l d ,  C o n n ec ticu t
I was prompted by many th in g s  i n  M y t h l o r e  17  
to  w r ite  t h i s  l e t t e r .  The fo rem o st th in g  was th e  
r e q u e s t  f o r  o p in io n s  on th e  T.V. p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  
T h e  H o b b i t .  I to o  was r e l ie v e d  to  s e e  th a t  i t  was 
no w orse than  i t  w as. The backgrounds and th e  
m usic were q u ite  good . My main o b je c t io n  (w ith o u t  
w hich I would have a c t u a l ly  en joyed  i t )  was th a t  
th e y  changed p a r t s  o f  th e  s t o r y .  O m issions are  one 
th in g ;  b u t why was T h o r's  map p r e se n te d  h a lfw ay  to  
E rebor in s te a d  o f  Bag End, and why were more dwarves 
k i l l e d  in  th e  b a t t l e  than  a c t u a l ly  were? T h is i s  
in e x c u s a b le ,  b ecau se th e s e  are f a c t s  o f  th e  s t o r y ,  
and t h e i r  a c c u r a te  p r e s e n ta t io n  would n o t have 
h in d ered  th e  n e c e s sa r y  ab rid gem en t. The p rod u cers  
sh ou ld  have done a s  was done by N ic o l W illiam son  
on h er m arvelous r e c o r d s . That i s ,  reproduce  
t h a t  w hich th e y  d id  u se  e x a c t ly  a s  th e y  found i t .
I would be re m iss  i f  I f a i l e d  to  comment on 
th e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  artw ork found i n  th e  two 1978 
c a le n d a r s  ab out L O T R . The 1978 H ild eb ran d t c a le n -
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dar i s  d is a p p o in t in g :  I ten d  to  agree  w ith  Byron
B eyer , th a t  t h e i r  s t r e n g th  l i e s  i n  t h e i r  sc e n e r y ,  
and t h e i r  w eakness i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c te r s .  In  my 
o p in io n , th e  b e s t  c h a r a c t e r iz a t io n  i s  B eorn.
He has none o f  th e  t o o - p o l is h e d ,  wax-museum lo o k  
found i n  m ost o f  th e  H ild eb ra n d t c h a r a c t e r s .  He i s  
a lm o st a s  I had p ic tu r e d  him. The w o rst h as to  be 
Gollum . I f  he i s  o f  h o b b i t - b l o o d ,  he c o u ld n ' t  
p o s s ib ly  be t h a t  p h y s ic a l ly  d i s t o r t e d ,  even  i f  he 
i s  s e v e r a l  hundred y e a r s  o ld ,  and warped by th e  
R ing. The i n t e r i o r  backgrounds are  b e a u t i f u l ly  
d e t a i l e d ,  b u t , e x c e p t  f o r  Sarum an's to w er , th e y  
a re  to o  cramped f o r  sp a c e , and overpow ered by th e  
c h a r a c te r s  who in h a b it  themj a s  i f  th e y  were 
c h i ld r e n ' s  p la y h o u se s  occu p ied  by a d u lt s .
Then th e r e  i s  T h e  S i l m a r i l l i o n  c a le n d a r  from  
A lle n  & Unwin. T o lk ie n 's  s t y l e ,  even  i n  h i s  o th e r  
w orks, i s  n o t  a s  s t r i c t l y  r e p r e s e n ta t io n a l  a s  m ost 
o th e r  a r t i s t s ’  works th a t  p o r tr a y  h i s  s c e n e s ,  and 
seem s r a th e r  sy m b o lic . He con veys a m arvelous  
se n se  o f  d ep th  and mood. H is c o lo r s  a re  som etim es  
o u tra g eo u s a t  f i r s t  g la n c e ,  b u t g iv e n  a lo n g e r  lo o k  
are  q u ite  e f f e c t i v e ;  e s p e c i a l l y  Lake M ithrim . H is  
p a in t in g s  have a s o l i d i t y ,  w hereas th e  draw ings have  
a d e l ic a c y .  A se n se  o f  depth  and a d aw n -o f-tim e  
atm osphere are  q u ite  e v id e n t  in  th e  d raw in gs.
I was en ch an ted  by th e  h e r a ld ic  d e v ic e s ,  and th e  
Numenorean r e l i c s .  I  w ish  we co u ld  s e e  m ore.
I have to  add to  th e  fu r o r  on p o in te d  e a r s ;  
p erhaps b eca u se  I'm  one o f  th o se  who s t a r t e d  i t .
I found Nancy-Lou P a t t e r s o n 's  comments on th e  
h is t o r y  o f  t h e i r  u se  i n  a r t  e n l ig h t e n in g .  In  th a t  
l i g h t  I  can  se e  a c e r t a in  l o g i c  in  th e  a r t i s t s '  u se  
o f  them. My own f e e l i n g ,  u s in g  h er  exam p les o f  
r e la t e d  O t h e r n e s s , i s  th o se  c r e a tu r e s  we know th a t  
are c l o s e s t  to  u s are s t i l l  lo w er  than  we a r e ,  and 
are n o t i n t e l l i g e n t  b e in g s ,  (o r  so  we f a n c y ) .  But 
th e  E lv e s  are  th e  F i r s t  b o m , th e  f i r s t  i n t e l l i g e n t
c r e a tu r e s  o f  M iddle E a r th , from who Men le a r n e d  so  
much. I t  seem s i l l o g i c a l  t h a t  E lv e s  sh o u ld  have  
som eth in g  i n  common w ith  th e  so  c a l l e d  lo w er  an im als  
t h a t  Men do n o t  sh a r e , s ta n d in g , a s  i t  w ere , i n  th e  
m id d le . Mr. Spock , o f  c o u r s e , c o u ld  be c o n s id e r e d  
E x h ib it  A f o r  th e  o p p o s it e  v ie w , s in c e  i n  th e  S t a r  
T r e k  m ythos V ulcan s a re  f a r t h e r  advanced th an  T erra n s. 
I t  co u ld  a ls o  be argued  t h a t  t h i s  i s  an a p p le s - v s -  
o ra n g es com p arison . Anyway, w h atever th e  c a s e  w ith  
E lv e s ,  (and D w arves), I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  H ob b its  have 
p o in te d  e a r s .  E s t h e t i c a l l y ,  i t  p u ts  them in t o  th e  
w orld  o f  d e -n o b le d  e l v e s  and f a i r i e s ,  t h a t  T o lk ie n  
so  d e s p is e d . L o g ic a l ly ,  h o b b its  a re  much c l o s e r  
r e l a t i v e s  o f  ou rs th an  e l v e s  o r  dwarves (a s  s t a t e d  
i n  T h e  H o b b i t  ) .  In d e ed , no m en tion  o f  them i s  made 
i n  T h e  S i l m a r i l l i o n  and g iv in g  them p o in te d  e a r s  
am ounts to  a d m it t in g  t o  r e v e r s e  e v o lu t io n  ( u n le s s  
someone w ants to  s p e c u la t e  t h a t  M iddle E arth  men 
a ls o  had p o in te d  e a r s  — a can  o f  beans I d o n 't  want 
to  o p e n !) .  In  any c a s e ,  I f in d  p o in te d  e a r s  j a r r in g .
I d o u b t  i f  I ' l l  e v e r  g e t  u sed  to  them.
Robin Goldman made me u n d erstan d  so m eth in g  about  
m y s e lf  — no wonder I lo v e d  S V a r  W a r s  so  much! J u s t  
a s  I  g o t  c h e e r f u l ly  l o s t  in  M iddle E a r th , so  I  g o t  
l o s t  i n  t h a t  g a la x y  f a r ,  f a r  away. I was n ev er  
c o n s c io u s ly  aware o f  th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s ,  b u t now I 
wonder how I c o u ld  have b een  so  b l in d .  The m ovie  
h as n o t  th e  s e n s e  o f  tr a g e d y  o r  p o ig n a n cy  found in  
TOTR,  b u t th e  e x c ite m e n t  and s e n se  o f  power o f  th e  
l i t t l e  man  are  th e  same i n  b o th .
I w ould l i k e  to  h e lp  u n ta n g le  Judy C o le ' s  
c o n fu s io n  on th e  e lf-h u m an  c r o s s e s .  The th r e e  th a t  
T o lk ie n  m en tio n s are  Beren -  L u th ie n , Tuor -  I d r i l  
( C e le b r in d a l) , and A ragorn -  Arwen. E a r e n d il was 
th e  son  o f  Tuor. and I d r i l ,  and E lw in g  th e  grand­
d au gh ter  o f  Beren and L u th ie n . That makes them b oth  
h a l f - e l v e n .  Tuor and I d r i l  w ent in t o  th e  W est. Tuor 
a lo n e  among men sh ared  th e  f a t e  o f  th e  E lv e s ,
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alth ou gh  h is  son , E a ren d il, was u s u a lly  counted  among 
men. Beren and L u th ien  both d ie d , L u thien  ch o o sin g  
th e  f a t e  o f  men. T h eir  h a lf - e lv e n  son m arried an 
e l f i n  maid, th u s E lw ing was u s u a lly  counted  among 
th e e lv e s .  D ior and N im loth , both b ein g  k i l l e d ,  
n ever had th e  chance o f  ch o o sin g , or b e in g  ch osen .
The f a t e s  o f  E a ren d il and E lw ing were u n iq ue. T heir  
c h ild r e n , E lr o s  and E lron d , w ith  such a mixed back­
ground on both s id e s ,  were g iv e n  th e c h o ic e  e a r ly  in  
t h e ir  l i v e s .  T h eir  l i n e s  were re u n ite d  when E lron d ’s 
daughter m arried E lr o s 's  d escen dan t and h e ir .
A p a r t in g  s h o t : I lo v e  Tim K ir k 's  h ead ing  fo r  
th e book rev iew s! More o f  th o se  t i t l e s  p le a s e ! !
A le x e i K ondratiev  A lle r e y -su r -S a o n e , France
Thanks to  The S i l m a r i l l i o n , we now know fo r  
c e r t a in  what happens to  E lv e s  who d i e : th ey  go to  
th e H a lls  o f  Mandos, which seem s to  correspond  to  
th e s h e o l  o f  th e Old Testam ent. I th in k  t h i s  was 
T o lk ie n 's  way o f  coming to  term s w ith  an a n c ie n t ,  
and w ell-know n t r a d it io n ;  the id e a  th a t  L o n g a e v i  
have no s o u ls ,  and are in se p a r a b ly  bound to  the  
p h y s ic a l  u n iv e r se , (one remembers T h e  L i t t l e  M e rm a id )  
By c o n tr a s t in g  Men who m y s te r io u s ly " l e a v e  t h e  w o r l d "  
a f t e r  d eath , and E lv e s  who, even in  an unbodied  
s t a t e ,  remain bound to  Arda, T o lk ien  may have been  
ad ap tin g  t h i s  o ld  t r a d it io n  to  h is  own w orld -v iew .
My thanks to  Mary S to lzen b ach  fo r  r e p ly in g  to  
my query con cern in g  C harles W illiam s' " y o u n g  P o p e  
D e o d a tu s ."  In  f a c t  i t  now seems c le a r  to  me th a t
W illiam s d id  n o t model h is  c h a ra c ter  a f t e r  any 
h i s t o r i c a l  p erson age , and th a t  th e  name D e o - d a t u s  
i s  s im p ly  to  be taken  l i t e r a l l y ,  a s m eaning " g i v e n  
t o  G o d "  and th e a c tu a l appearance o f  t h i s  name 
in  th e Papacy o f  our world a t  rou gh ly  the r ig h t  
h i s t o r i c a l  p er io d  b ein g  no more than a u s e fu l  
c o in c id e n c e . W illiam s' Deodatus i s  p r im a r ily  a 
p o in t  o f  reu n ion  fo r  o p p o s ite  te n d e n c ie s ;  a young 
man w ith  the w h ite  h a ir  o f  age , an O r ien ta l s e r v in g  
th e g r e a t e s t  c i t y  o f  th e W est, e t c .  By u n it in g  in  
h is  p erson  a l l  th e  d if f e r e n t  movements th a t  make up 
th e Em pire, he becomes th e  E m p ire's e f f e c t i v e  c e n tr e .  
I t  i s  th e r e fo r e  f i t t i n g  th a t  th e s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  
th e th r e a t  o f  d is s o lu t io n  posed by Mordred and 
P 'o - l 'u  sh ou ld  r e s t  la r g e ly  on him.
Mark Thompson H olton , Kansas
On page 280 in  T h e  R e t u r n  o f  t h e  K in g  (p p b k .) 
th e re  i s  as fo llo w s ;
'T w ice  you have  b o rn e  me, G w a ih lr  my 
f r i e n d , '  s a id  G a n d a lf .  'T h r i c e  s h a l l  
pay f o r  a l l ,  i f  you a r e  w i l l i n g . . . '
G andalf i s  in  er ro r  when he sa y s t h i s  because  
Gwaihir has borne him th r ic e  b efo re  t h i s  tim e. On 
page 110 o f  T h e  H o b b i t  G andalf was saved by Gwaihir 
h im s e lf  from th e g o b lin s  on th e edge o f  the f o r e s t  
as i s  s ta te d  by th e se  words.
O n page 34 3 o f  F e l l o w s h i p  Gandalf r e c i t e s  how Gwaihir 
bore him from th e  Orthanc, where he was b ein g  kep t
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p r is o n e r  by Saru m an , to  E doras i n  Rohan. The t h ir d  
tim e was from Z i r a i - Z i g i l  to  L o th lo r ie n  a f t e r  
G an dalf fo u g h t  th e  B a lr o g . T h is  can  be found  on  
page 135 o f  The Two T ow ers (ppbk, e d . )
I  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a v e r y  im p o r ta n t p o in t i  n o t  
o n ly  b eca u se  G an dalf made an o b v io u s  m is ta k e , b ut  
when T o lk ie n  w rote  t h i s ,  he was sh ow ing h i s  r e a d e r s  
an im p o rta n t p a r t  o f  M iddle E arth  [ th o u g h t]  . I t  
sh o u ld  be n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  [ id e a ]  o f  th r e e  t im e s  p ays  
f o r  a l l  was a l s o  p r e v a le n t  i n  our c u lt u r e  f o r  many 
y e a r s .
REVIEWS
Good Work--And Great Fun
M id d le  E a r th ,  by  S im u la tio n s  P u b l ic a t io n s  I n c . ,  44 E . 2 3 rd
S t . ,  New Y o rk , N .Y . 1 0 0 1 0 ; 1 9 7 7 . A th re e -g a m e  s e t  a t
$ 2 0 , in c lu d in g :  S au ron  ($ 5  s e p a r a te ly ) ,  b y  Rob M osca;
G ondor ( $ 5 ) , by  L in d a  M osca an d  R ic h a rd  B e rg ; an d  War
o f  th e  R in g  ($ 1 5 ) , b y  H ow ard B a ra s c h  an d  R ic h a rd  B e rg .
P h y s ic a l S y s te m s /G ra p h ic  D e s ig n : Redmond A. S im o n sen .
The u l t im a te  M id d le - e a r th  game h a s  a r r iv e d .
M id d le  E a r th ,  p u b lis h e d  by  S im u la tio n s  P u b lic a tio n s  
I n c . ( S P I ) , th e  l a r g e s t  an d  m o st p r o g re s s iv e  s im u la tio n ­
gam ing com pany in  e x is te n c e , i s  th e  m o st a t t r a c t i v e  in  i t s  
a r t  ( l a r g e ly  by  Tim  K ir k ) , th e  m o st s o p h is t ic a te d  in  i t s  
r u le s  and  s t r u c t u r e ,  and  th e  m o st c o m p re h e n siv e  in  i t s  
c o v e ra g e  o f  a l l  th e  T o lk ie n -b a s e d  gam es e v e r  p ro d u c e d , and  
t h i s  c o n d itio n  i s  u n l ik e ly  to  ch an g e  s o o n . I n  a d d i t io n , 
M id d le  E a rth  t r e a t s  w ith  r e s p e c t  th e  m a te r ia l  in  L o rd  o f  
th e  R in g s (L o tR ) ,  on w h ich  i t  i s  b a s e d .
M id d le  E a r th  a c tu a l ly  i s  a  th re e -g a m e  p a c k a g e , an d  th e  
th r e e  gam es may b e  (b u t sh o u ld  n o t b e )  s e p a r a te ly  p u rc h a se d . 
T hey a l l  u s e  g e n e r a lly  th e  sam e sy s te m . A h e x a g o n a l g r id  
i s  p r in te d  o v e r a  m ap, an d  m ovem ent f o r  th e  p ie c e s  o r  
c o u n te r s  a r e  p r in te d  c a rd b o a rd  s q u a re s  w h ich  may r e p r e s e n t  
in d iv id u a ls ,  a rm ie s , o r  ty p e s  o f  w e ap o n s. T he gam es a r e  
a l l  p la y e d  in  tu r n s ,  e a c h  tu r n  r e p r e s e n t in g  a  few  h o u rs  o f  
" r e a l  tim e "  in  S au ron  an d  G ondor and  a  w eek in  War o f  th e  
R in g .
B eyond t h i s ,  th e y  v a ry  g r e a t ly .  S au ron  c o v e rs  th e  
B a tt le  o f  D a g o rla d  in  S .A . 3 4 3 4 , a f t e r  w h ich  S au ro n  w as 
d r iv e n  in to  M ordor and  th e  B a ra d -d u r  w as b e s ie g e d  b y  th e  
L a s t A ll ia n c e . T h is  i s  a  v e ry  im a g in a tiv e  tr e a tm e n t , to  
sa y  th e  l e a s t ,  s in c e  T o lk ie n  n o w h ere  g av e  th e  d e t a i l s  o f  
t h i s  b a t t l e .  G ondor d e a ls  w ith  th e  a s s a u l t  on M inas T i r i t h  
d u r in g  th e  W ar o f  th e  R in g , b e g in n in g  a f t e r  th e  o v e rru n n in g  
o f  th e  P e le n n o r  on M arch 1 3 , 3019 T .A ., an d  e n d in g  a f t e r  
th e  a r r i v a l  o f  A ra g o rn . B o th  o f  th e s e  gam es a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  
s m a ll , u s in g  17" by  2 2 " h eav y  p a p e r  m ap b o ard s an d  a b o u t 80 
to  120 c o u n te r s  e a c h . C o u n te rs  in  th e s e  gam es r e p r e s e n t  
in d iv id u a ls ,  h ig h ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  arm y u n i t s  (O re  a r c h e r s , 
l i g h t  i n f a n t r y ,  an d  h e a v y  in f a n t r y  a r e  s e p a r a te ly  g iv e n ) , 
o r  p a r t i c u l a r  w e a p o n s, fro m  th e  sw ord  N a r s i l  to  c a u ld ro n s  
o f  o i l .
T he t h i r d  game in  th e  s e t ,  War o f  th e  R in g , i s  m uch 
la r g e r  an d  by f a r  th e  m o st i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t  c o v e rs  a l l  o f  
th e  e v e n ts  in  L otR  fro m  th e  d e p a r tu r e  fro m  Im la d r is  
(D ecem ber 25) to  th e  m id d le  o f  M ay. T he m ap b o ard  i s  3 3 " by
3 4 " , o f  h eav y  p a p e r , an d  in c lu d e s  a l l  o f  M id d le -e a r th  in  
th e  T h ird  A ge. T hough th e  a r tw o rk  in  S au ron  and  G ondor i s  
n o t e x t r a o r d in a r y , in  War o f  th e  R in g  i t  i s  o u ts ta n d in g . 
E ach  o f  th e  m any in d iv id u a l  c h a r a c te r  c a rd s  h a s  a  s m a ll 
Tim  K irk  s k e tc h  o f  th e  c h a r a c te r ;  o th e r  K irk  s k e tc h e s , 
in c lu d in g  h i s  p a te n te d  O re s , d e c o ra te  o th e r  c a r d s ;  and  th e  
m apboard  i t s e l f  i s  a  f iv e - c o lo r  a f f a i r  w ith  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
b r i l l i a n t  b lu e  f o r  w a te r .
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